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Morgan County’s Ratliff-Lyle House Added to Alabama Register 
 
The Alabama Historical Commission recently listed the Ratliff-Lyle House in Priceville to 
the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage.   
 
The Alabama Register is an official listing of buildings, sites, structures, objects, and 
districts. These properties, which may be of national, state, and local significance, are 
deemed worthy of preservation by the Alabama Historical Commission.       
 
Located on Cave Spring Road, the Ratliff-Lyle House is listed in the Alabama Register 
for its architectural significance.  “It is a wonderful example of a mid-19th century 
plantation house that evolved over time through several additions and renovations,” said 
Lee Anne Wofford of the Alabama Historical Commission.   
 
Originally constructed as a single room log cabin in 1847, the house is now one and a 
half stories and features a pedimented portico with square columns on the front facade.  
According to Mrs. Wynelle Lyle who submitted the nomination, James Ratliff 
constructed the house after he and his wife married.  In the 1850s, Mr. Ratliff built a 
second log house next to the original, creating a dogtrot type house.  A third addition 
was added to the house in the 1870s.    The house features several original elements 
such as exposed log walls, plaster walls, hand planed board walls, and wide pine 
flooring.  The house has been lovingly restored and preserved throughout several 
generations. 
 
Listing to the Alabama Register is an honorary designation and carries no restrictions or 
financial incentives.  
 
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the 
Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation. 
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